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150 years after Baron Haussmann, 50 years after Paul Delouvrier, the Ateliers wish, with the 
necessary modesty, to open a reflection on the long-term future of Paris and its territory. 

The exercise aims to shake the spirits, to undo some executives who have established 
themselves over time who have marked the past 150 years. 

The Baron had not planned the car, the high official the pill. We will not do better. But both have 
been able to look far to better decide the immediate future, both have been able to take the 
measure of the capital region, to size its long-term development and its spatialization. 

The exercise proposed by the Workshops is more modest. At the emergence of reflection, it will 
remain, as usual, to try to produce good questions with good scales of territory and ideas for 
those who will find the use to take it to act. But still ? 

Better than words, the approach and perspective are sketched in the following pages: 5 
sketches characterize as much as possible, identified at this stage. 

The number of possibilities does not matter, but that's what it's about, as at every workshop: to 
give oneself something to invent the future. 

and pass a speed, on the reality of the moment, with this precious step back, this breathing of 
the perspective. 

And for that, to put the intellectual means, aim for what governs us, the ways of life that we 
want, for us, today and tomorrow, for our children, in the greatest freedom of choice. Focusing 
on what is happening, the arrival in the city uninterrupted to date since the 18th century, the 
metropolitan concentration that accelerates every day at the price of costly rips: life in the 
metropolis in the 21st century. 

To compare oneself, to confront what is happening elsewhere in the world, told and drawn by 
great professionals from different continents, face to face, the time of the workshop, with young 
professionals, those who will have to work there responsibility and then live there, for them, for 
their children.  

Exercise far away and therefore useless? 

While we are unable to produce the necessary housing in Ile de France, who can do without a 
reflection that comes out of the frame, who goes looking for the key lost elsewhere than under 
the lamp post? 

While the climate threat is getting closer every day who can pretend to stay there? Is not it time 
to really get into our territories and let the younger generation express themselves? 

While the creative ones flee the capital-territory, that the international metropolis is every day 
more unlivable, more discriminatory, how to neglect a reflection going from the smallest scale, 
that of the lifestyles to the biggest, that of the metropolitan space ? 

This is the subject of the Île de France workshop session proposed for September 2018. 

A session that could be prepared by a productive seminar / debate end of 2017; preferably at 
the end of the 2017 jury to which the Workshops could invite these great professionals of the 
different continents.          

 

Jean-Michel Vincent 



	

	

	



	

	 	



	

	

	



	



	

	

	



	



	

	



	



	

	



	

	



	


